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July 13, 2026

To the people of Oklahoma City:

As | write this letter, | lead a city that is experiencing what many locals
consider our Golden Age. We have ascended to be America’s 21%-
most populous city, and we have a global profile unlike anything in
our history. The city teems with excitement, optimism and hope. The
construction of this new arena, commenced in 2026, is a symbol of
that exuberance.

Our city has long considered the arena to be the centerpiece of our
city’s quality of life. We consider this particular arena to be our city’s
fourth city-owned downtown arena, following the Civic Center, the
Myriad and the Paycom Center (which opened as the Ford

Center). The story of our arenas goes back a century, and each arena
has reflected its time.

This arena we plan to open in 2028 has ambitions far beyond any of its
predecessors. Its budget, its design, and its status as the home of an
NBA champion all make a statement about the city we aspire to

be. We hope that as you read this letter, you feel those aspirations
were realized.

In any case, we hope that you - the people of Oklahoma City - are still
aspirational and still optimistic. We hope that you still gather as a
community in places like this to cheer as one people, rallying around
the things that unite us as humans.

With most sincere best wishes for your continued happiness and
prosperity, | send the regards of the people of Oklahoma City in
2026. If you see my kids George and Maggie (or their kids), give them
my love.

Sincerely,

W Mgl

David Holt
Mayor



